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[Jan'v our opinion with regard to its suitableness for this purpose, that we had not supposed it necessary to recur to the subject again, and we do so very reluctantly, because of the unpleasantness of feeling that has already resulted from the discussion to which it has, within the last two or three vears, given rise; but, as we have recently been asked for our views in relation to it, we will again give them as briefly as possible.
During the last twelve years, we have seen some hundreds, perhaps a thousand or more, of teeth, which had been filled with amalgam, and we do not recollect to have met with, a single case in which either some bad effect had not resulted from its use, or the decay in the tooth was not as perfectly arrested as it might have been with gold. It is true, in perhaps one-fourth of the cases the teefh were dead, and had acted as morbid irritants before they were filled, and could not have been prevented from doing this by any treatment, but the diseased action which they excited, had, evidently, in most of these cases, been very greatly aggravated, and would have been in some of them, even had gold been employed. But in many of the teeth which had not lost their vitality, a diseased action had been set up in the gums and alveolo-dental periosteal tissues, subsequently to their having been filled, as a consequence of the presence of the amalgam in the teeth, as was proven by the fact, that, in a number of cases from which it was removed, these parts immediately assumed a healthy condition. We have, also, known it in a number of instances, where several large cavities in the same mouth had been tilled with it, to produce salivation, and it always gives to the teeth a disagreeable aspect, often causing them to assume a greenish or black appearance.
We 
